Example case studies

Three practical examples of how the Right to Control could work are given below.

1. John – combining funding

John has three different support workers:

· Christopher provides personal assistance to John for one hour each morning from funding provided by Adult Community Care. 

· John works during the week and Access to Work provides funding for Mandy to attend his workplace and assist him. 

· John has assistance from Simon, the local community worker provided by Supporting People, to help him maintain his tenancy. 

Under the Right to Control, although John still has his funding provided by three separate funding streams, he chooses to employ Christopher to assist him in all his requirements at home, at work and to help him maintain his tenancy. 

2. Mina – taking a cash payment

Mina uses a wheelchair and needs a stair lift and a shower adaptation in order to go about her daily life. Before the Right to Control, the local authority would have used the funding from a Disabled Facilities Grant to arrange for work to be done by approved builders. 

Under the Right to Control, Mina chooses to take the funding as a direct payment. She puts this money together with her own savings and chooses builders she is familiar with to build an extension to the ground floor of her house which incorporates a bedroom and an accessible shower of her choice.

3. Jared – combining funding

Jared has a learning disability and gets support from Supporting People to learn skills that will help him stay in his own home. This includes cooking and budgeting. Jared also gets support from Work Choice, to help him learn new skills and find a job. Jared decides to combine his support and take a direct payment. He uses this to pay for a local college course, where he can learn life skills and job skills.

