Right to Control briefing


Right to Control: an opportunity to make choice and control a reality for disabled people – briefing for ECDP members
The government recently announced (June 2009) a consultation on the ‘Right to Control’ - its strategy to make choice and control a reality for disabled people in their everyday lives.
The purpose of this briefing is to update ECDP members and other interested people on:

· What is the ‘Right to Control’?

· What funding streams might be included under the Right to Control?

· What the consultation will cover
· How you can respond to the consultation

· What happens next

· How you can find out more

If you have any questions about this briefing, please contact Rich Watts: rwatts@ecdp.co.uk. 

Introduction – what is the ‘Right to Control’?
Right to Control could shake up the way disabled people use the funding they receive from the state. The policy forms part of the Government's welfare reforms and could for the first time enshrine in legislation the principle that disabled people are the experts in their own lives and have the right to choice and control over their support. 

Overall, it is about shifting the balance of power away from the State to the individual.
Since 2005, a range of models and pilots have been tested with the aim of promoting more choice and control amongst users of adult social care, and particularly how they use the range of funding streams available. These include Personal Budgets and Individual Budgets. The Right to Control is designed to give disabled people control over a possibly wider set of funding streams and the services they use, to enable them to live independently.  

Under the new scheme, disabled people might then be able to choose who delivers their services and how they receive them. They can have as much or as little control as they wish and they could choose to spend the money on a wide range of support to help them to live their lives with greater independence and freedom.

What funding streams might be included under the Right to Control? 

Funding streams for inclusion under the Right to Control will be decided through consultation with disabled people and local authorities. The law will then be amended to reflect the changes.

At this point in time, the following funding streams will be considered as part of the consultation: 

· Access to Work

· Specialist employment programmes (e.g. Work Preparation, WORKSTEP)

· Independent Living Fund

· Disabled Facilities Grant

· Disabled Students’ Allowances

· Community Care

· Non-statutory housing related support.

What the consultation will cover
Disabled people and their organisations (like ECDP) are being asked to help shape this initiative by taking part in the consultation. By doing so, we can shape and influence how the Right to Control works.

The Office for Disability Issues (ODI) is leading on a consultation with disabled people. This consultation is considering a number of issues, like:

· Choosing the funding streams to be included in its future work

· How to work together with disabled people to ensure a joined-up approach

· How to overcome the barriers to the Right to Control

· Find out what support might be needed to exercise the Right to Control

· Finding out what the implications of the Right to Control might be for service providers and people who commission services.
The Office for Disability Issues is also is creating a toolkit to enable disabled people’s organisations to involve disabled people in their consultation response or organise their own consultation event.

The consultation runs from 11 June – 30 September 2009.
ECDP will be coordinating a response on the Right to Control consultation. If you would like to feed into this, please contact Rich Watts on rwatts@ecdp.co.uk. If you would like to respond to the consultation yourself, you can find all the relevant details on the ODI’s website here: http://www.odi.gov.uk/working/right-to-control.php. 
What happens next
Once the consultation finishes, the government will publish its response. This will be available on their website at: www.odi.gov.uk/right-to-control. 

From 2010, the government will test how the Right to Control will work in practice. This will be done by trying out the scheme in a number of local authority areas in England. These will be called Trailblazer sites. The findings from the consultation will help the government plan and design the Trailblazer sites.

Once the government has reviewed the results from the Trailblazers it will have a better understanding of the risks and benefits involved in the wider roll-out of the Right to Control. 

Find out more
The best source of information about the government’s Right to Control work is the Office for Disability Issues website: http://www.odi.gov.uk/working/right-to-control.php.
From there, you can download:

· The consultation document on the Right to Control (in all alternative formats)

· A letter from the Secretary of State, Yvette Cooper, on the Right to Control

· A copy of the information provided to local agencies (like disabled people’s organisations)

· Information on how the Right to Control fits with the Welfare Reform Bill

· Information on Right to Control consultation events.

About ECDP
We are an organisation run by and for disabled people. Established in 1995 our origins are firmly rooted in a belief that the voice of disabled people, both as individuals and collectively, is vital if the lives of disabled people are to be enhanced.

Our vision is to enhance the everyday lives of disabled people in Essex and beyond.

We currently provide a wide range of support, information, advice and guidance services. We also play a key role in influencing the agenda of tomorrow to effect real social change to enhance the everyday lives of disabled people.

We are a registered Charity number 1091293 and a Company Limited by Guarantee number 4217686.

For more information about who we are and what we do visit our website: www.ecdp.org.uk.
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