UN Disability Rights Convention


UN Disability Rights Convention – article for ECDP members
Disability rights campaigners have welcomed the UK’s ratification of the United Nations (UN) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, although the government has decided to ‘opt out’ of some important parts of the Convention. 
The welcome for the ratification – which came on Monday 8 June 2009 – was somewhat muted as the government has entered ‘reservations’ (or ‘opt outs’) to the UN Convention, meaning that it has not signed up to the full rights set out in the Convention on four specific areas: education, legal capacity, employment in the armed forces and immigration.

The purpose of this article is to update ECDP members and other interested people on what the UN Convention is and what it means for disabled people in Essex and beyond.

If you have any questions about this article, please contact Rich Watts: rwatts@ecdp.co.uk. 

What will the Convention do for disabled people?

A United Nations Convention is a piece of international law which sets out the duty of countries to protect human rights. Once in force, it is legally binding for any country that has ratified it.

The UK has been actively involved in the process of creating a UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities, believing that such a convention would play an important part in protecting and promoting disabled people's human rights in the UK and around the world.

The Convention aims to give disabled people across the world greater access to existing human rights. For example, the Convention covers areas such as the right to:

· Life

· Access to justice

· Personal mobility

· Health

· Education

· Work.

The Convention reaffirms that disabled people have – and should be able to enjoy – their human rights on an equal basis with non-disabled people and sets out the steps governments are expected to take to make these rights a reality.

The UK government’s position
The UK government has been a long-standing supporter of the Convention and believes it can have a meaningful impact on the lives of disabled people, both in this country and all over the world. 
In a statement to the House of Commons, Jonathan Shaw MP, the Minster for Disabled People, said:

"There are an estimated 650 million disabled people in the world, including over 10m in the UK. The UN Convention is a powerful and explicit statement that they have – and must be able to enjoy on an equal basis – the same human rights as others. The Convention is therefore a very significant landmark, both for disabled people and for Government and society as whole.”
Many disability rights campaigners across the world see the Convention as a landmark agreement that could ensure disabled people are treated more equally. By signing the Convention, the UK accepts its legal obligations under the treaty and will pass any necessary laws relating to the Convention.
What parts of the convention has the UK opted out of?

In a statement to the House of Commons in April, Jonathan Shaw MP said the government would bring the UN Convention into UK law with ‘reservations’ (or ‘opt outs’) in four areas. These cover:

· Education
· Legal capacity

· Employment in the armed forces

· Immigration.

The reservations were justified by the Minister on the grounds that the government would only ratify parts of the convention that it could realistically implement.  

In response, the United Nations Convention Campaign Coalition – a group of 33 organisations including Scope, Leonard Cheshire Disability and Radar – said that the reservations would "undermine the protection of disabled people".

The government has promised to keep its reservations under review. 

What will it mean for me?
For disabled people in the UK the Convention will reinforce existing rights creates and go further in building a culture and environment in which the human rights of disabled people are seen to be important.
In summary, the Convention is about protecting disabled people’s rights when it comes to making decisions on issues like:

· Saying no to being placed in an institution

· Saying no to medical or psychological treatment

· Living independently in the community.

It also seeks to remove traditional barriers to participation in daily life and enable equal opportunities for all.

Find out more
You can find out more about the UN Convention by following the links below:

For a copy of the UN Convention itself, visit: http://www.un.org/disabilities/ 
To find out more information on the UN Convention from the British Government’s point of view, visit: http://www.officefordisability.gov.uk/working/un-convention/index.php 
To find out more about the Equality and Human Rights Commission and their view of the UN Convention, visit: http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/commissions-call-for-fresh-impetus-on-delivering-disability-rights/ 
To read about the United Nations Convention Campaign Coalition, visit: http://www.un-convention.info/page3.html 
About ECDP
We are an organisation run by and for disabled people. Established in 1995 our origins are firmly rooted in a belief that the voice of disabled people, both as individuals and collectively, is vital if the lives of disabled people are to be enhanced.

Our vision is to enhance the everyday lives of disabled people in Essex and beyond.

We currently provide a wide range of support, information, advice and guidance services. We also play a key role in influencing the agenda of tomorrow to effect real social change to enhance the everyday lives of disabled people.

We are a registered Charity number 1091293 and a Company Limited by Guarantee number 4217686.

For more information about who we are and what we do visit our website: www.ecdp.org.uk.
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